Branch.  totaled  $9,786,135,  or  34.85%. 

The  CP  budget  for  the  year  Any  monies  received  over 
2000  passed  without  discussion.  $28,083,349,  will  be  divided  507o 


Mississippi  Baptists,  during 
their  164th  annual  convention 
at  First  Baptist  Church, 
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dwindlmg  attendance.  Convention  annual  meet- 

Messenger  registration  INCREASED  ATTENDANCE  —  Messengers  and  guests  at  the  1999  Mississippi  ing  for  the  year  2000  will 
for  the  1998  meeting  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  held  October  26-27  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  begin  take  place  Oct.  31-Nov.  1  at 
was  1,304.  the  October  26  evening  session  with  worship  and  celebration  of  God's  blessings.  The  First  Church,  Jackson. 

Other  than  officer  1,360  registered  messengers  at  the  1999  meeting  marked  an  upswing  in  attendance  Ernest  Sadler,  longtime 
elections,  no  business  over  previous  years.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  Mississippi  pastor  and  cur- 

matter  was  contested.  *  — -  rent  director  of  missions 

Mississippi  Baptists  continued  The  budget  is  a  5.55%  increase  to  Christian  education;  307o  to  for  Jackson  Association  in 

their  practice  of  unity  in  busi-  over  the  1999  CP  budget  of  international  missions;  10%  to  Pascagoula,  was  selected  by  the 

ness  and  worship.  $26,607,890.  North  American  missions;  and  convention's  Time,  Place,  and 

McGregor  succeeds  Dean  Of  the  $28,083,349  budget,  10%  to  Mississippi  missions.  Preacher  Committee  to  preach 

Register,  pastor  of  Temple  377o,  or  $10,390,839,  goes  to  A  resolution  honored  L.  the  2000  convention  sermon. 

Church,  Hattiesburg,  who  Southern  Baptist  causes.  - - _ 


Convention  officers  elected 


Newly-dected  officers  of  tfie  Mia^mppi  ^ptist  Convention 
^nt  row,  from  left)  Dale  Holloway,  pastor  of  Hickory  Ridge  Church, 
Rankin  Association,  and  former  bivocational  consultant  for  the 
Souftiem  Baptist  Nortfi  American  Missicm  Board,  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Kermit  McGregor,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Mendenhall,  president; 
Bill  Smith,  director  of  missions  for  Lee  Association,  Tupelo,  first  vice 
presidoit;  (back  row,  from  left)  Gus  Merritt,  retired  pastor,  Newton, 
recording  secretary;  and  Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Churdi, 
Olive  Branch,  assistant  recording  secrefiury.  (Photo  by  Hm  Nidiolas) 
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PRAISING  THE  LORD  — 
The  Ark,  a  group  of  former 
Ukrainian  coal  miners  touring 
the  world  to  spread  the 
Gospel  message  through 
music,  perform  at  the 
October  26  evening  session 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting 
at  First  Church,  jackson. 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  enter¬ 
ing  the  second  year  of  a 
three-year  partnership  with 
Baptists  in  Ukraine.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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October  26-27  •  First  Church,  Jackson 
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the  closing  session  ot  the  .  performance  was 

'v^S?p«-tSXannuaUepo-,o, 


CONCERT  PRAISE 
October  27  at  t.  "  ^ 
annual  meeting  at  ^ 

Howell  VV.  Todd  MC 

affiliated 

Mississippi-.  MC  m  .  • 

te  ^°Moun,a^f 

Carev  CoUese  m 

Hattiesburg. .  ^^^_^Rpees 
dents  of  the  three  colleges 
rSe  each  year  in  provid-. 
ing  the  college  report  to 
convention  messenger 

during  the  closing  session 

of  the  meeting.  (Photo  oy 

William  H.  Perkins  Ir.) 
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YOUNGEST  'MESSEN¬ 
GER'  —  Ron  (center)  and 
Denise  Harrison,  and  their 
four-and-a-half-month  old 
son  Will  visit  The  Baptist 
Record  booth  in  the  exhib¬ 
it  hall  during  the  1999 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  annual  meet¬ 
ing  at  First  Church, 
lackson.  Ron  Harrison  is 
the  pastor  of  Ackerman 
Church,  Ackerman.  (Photo 
by  Carl  M.  White) 


CONVENTION  PREACHER 


Randy  Turner,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Laurel,  delivers  the  convention  sermon  at  the  October  26  afternoon  session 
of  the  1999  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  at  First  Church, 
lackson.  The  Time,  Place,  and  Preacher  Committee  selected  Ernest  Sadler, 
director  of  missions  for  jackson  Association  in  Pascagoula,  to  deliver  the 
convention  sermon  at  the  2000  annual  meeting  October  31 -November  1  at 
First  Church,  lackson.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  |r.) 
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SBC  president  addresses  state's  pastors 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 
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‘first  ‘Baptist  Churcfi 
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PASTOR'S  CONFERENCE 
LEADERS  —  Daryl  Oster  (left), 
pastor  of  Castlewoods  Church, 
Brandon,  was  chosen  as  presi¬ 
dent-elect  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Pastor's  Conference 
during  the  group's  October  25 
meeting  at  First  Church, 
lackson,  prior  to  the  start  of 
the  1999  Mississip|>i  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting. 
Oster  will  serve  with  Richard 
lohnson  (center),  pastor  of  Tate 
Church,  Corinth,  and  current 
president  of  the  pastor's  con¬ 
ference.  The  outgoing  confer¬ 
ence  president  is  )im  Butler 
(right),  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church,  Southaven.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  )r.) 


Religious  educators  meet  at  Ridgecrest,  Madison 


By  Don  and  Judy  Hicks 

Correapondcnh 


education  speaker  at  the  januarv’  First  Church,  Franklin,  Tenn., 
27-29  joint  MBREA/MCEA  con-  w'ill  address  ministers  of  educa- 
vention  in  Vicksburg  will  be  tion  during  the  conv^ention. 
Cindy  Lumpkin  of  LifeWay  There  will  be  two  special  fea- 
Christian  Resources  in  Nashville,  tures  at  the  MBREA/MCEA 
MBREA  president  Michael  annual  convention  in  January: 
Johnson  announced  that  Wayne  •  The  Louisiana  Baptist 
Jones,  minister  of  education  at  Religious  Education  AsscKiation 

- W'ill  meet  with  its 

''  _  I  Mississippi  counterparts. 


The  mam  feature  of  the  f  T  •  i  Department  of  the 

program  was  "Journey  of  .  /  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 

Joy  led  by  J.J.  Jasper,  a  ^  vention  B^rd  in  Jackson, 

disk  jockey  for  American  I  ^^^re  information 

Family  Radio.  In  addihon  •  ^^^^Hon  MBREA  activities, 

to  his  humorous  presen-  .  W  contact  Johnson  at  P.O. 

tation,  Jasper  shared  an  ^  Box  4012,  Clinton,  MS 

encouraging  devotional  1  |  W  JW  ■Tipi  39058.  Telephone:  (601) 

based  on  Phil.  1:6.  925-3296.  E-mail:  mjohn- 

David  Rogers,  minis-  EDUCATORS  MEET  —  Officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Education  son@mc.edu. 
ter  of  education  at  Main  Association,  elected  during  the  group's  meeting  October  25  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  For  more  information 
Street  Church,  Hatties-  Madison,  include  (from  left)  Alan  Wilson,  children's  minister,  Longview  Heights  on  MCEA  activities,  con- 
burg,  and  MBREA  scHrre-  Church,  Olive  Branch,  second  vice-president;  Mike  McCool,  minister  of  education  tact  MCEA  pmsident  Wil- 
tary-treasurer,  reported  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison,  first  vice-president;  Michael  lohnson,  Mississippi  son  at  Long\’iew  Heights 
that  60  reserx’ations  were  College  professor,  president;  program  sf^eaker  |.).  lasper  of  American  Family  Radio;  Church,  4W1  Goodman 
made  for  the  luncheon.  Ben  Atkinson,  minister  of  education  at  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  president-elect;  and  Road,  Olive  Branch,  MS 
He  also  said  the  present  David  Rogers,  minister  of  education  at  Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg,  secretary-  38654.  Telephone:  (662) 
combined  membership  treasurer.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  |r.)  895-1900. 
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First  Church,  Lucedale,  will 
host  a  Mission  Fair  for  Area  9 
churches  which  includes  Cieor^e, 
Gavne,  Jackstm,  Gulf  Coast,  and 
Pearl  River  countic's  on  Nov.  6 
from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.  The  Fair  will 
include  a  display  of  on  going  and 
one  time  mission  projects  by  par¬ 
ticipating  churches.  Special 
guests  will  include  a*tireu  mis¬ 
sionaries  Tom  and  Gloria 
Thurman.  The  Tliurmans  were 
appointed  by  the  International 
Mission  Board  to  Bangladesh 
(then  East  Pakistan)  in  June  1^64 
and_  st'ixfd  tlieii'  until  tluur- 
mcent  retirement.  They  curantly 
reside  in  Columbia. 


County  Line  Church,  Neshoba  Association,  note  burning 

County  Line  Church, 

Neshoba  Association,  held  a 
note  burning  service  for  its 
sanctuary  and  educational 
space  on  Sept.  12.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  members  of  the 
building  committee  Mark 
Smith;  Dale  Yates;  David 
Windstead;  Barron  Pilgrim, 
pastor;  Charlie  Gardner,  chair¬ 
man;  Bobby  Cleveland;  Dub 
Rainer;  and  James  Earl  Smith. 

Not  pictured  are  Ray  Hamill 
and  James  Gardner. 

Volunteers  from  — 

Mississippi  spent  time  serv¬ 
ing  at  Ridgecrest  Conference  j 
Center  in  North  Carolina,  j 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Wayne  and  Bettv  Crenshaw,  p 
members  of  Kirk  Place  ^ 

Church,  Brandon;  and  Venita  B 
and  Jim  Boggan,  members  of  M 
Colonial  Heights  Church,  H 
Jackson.  For  information  on  H 
becoming  a  volunteer  at  H 
Ridgecrest,  write  to:  P.O.  Box  H 
128,  Ridgecrest,  N.  C.  28770.  M 

Mississippi  voluoteers 


Grandview  Church, 
Pearl,  recently  held 
dedication  services  for 
a  new  baby  grand 
piano  and  Allen  organ. 
Brenda  Sullivan, 

pianist,  and  Kristi 
McMillan,  organist, 
presented  a  program  of 
sacred  music.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Sullivan 
and  McMillan.  Richard 
Sullivan  is  minister  of 
music  and  Wade 
Chappell  is  pastor. 


Four  churches  in  Mississippi  recently  got  involved  in  mission 
activity.  Corinth  Church,  Nicholson;  Eastside  Church,  Pearl;  Faith 
Memorial  Church,  Poplarville;  and  Emmanuel  Church,  Nicholson; 
participated  in  a  mission  event  called  Y-Missions-Building  on  the 
Firm  Foundation.  The  first  group  was  the  Road  Workers  who  built 
bridges  in  the  community  by  setting  up  Backyard  Bible  Clubs.  The 
Roofers  raised  the  roof  with  creative  ministries.  The  Surveyors 
helped  build  better  relationships  in  the  community.  And  the  last 
group  was  the  Maintenance  crew  which  helped  maintain  an  atmos¬ 
phere  of  worship  by  working  on  the  church  grounds,  helping  clean¬ 
up  the  neighborhoods,  and  Ixiilding  crosses  that  were  placed  on  the 
Pearl  River  Association  property. 


Sullivan  and  McMillan 


Homecomings 

First,  Lauderdale:  Nov.  14; 
10:45  a..m.;  covered  dish  fel¬ 
lowship  meal  following  ser¬ 
vices;  Mike  Russell,  former 
pastor,  leading  the  worship; 
Tom  Harrison,  music;  Jerry 
Bishop,  pastor. 

First,  Nettleton:  Nov.  14; 
services,  11  a.m.  and  f>  p.m.; 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall;  L.  R. 
Magers,  Nettleton,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  Charlie  Farrar,  Columbus, 
guest  singer;  revival,  Nov.  14 
(night)  through  Nov.  17;  Greg 
Bowers,  preaching;  Charlie 
Farrar,  music;  George  C. 
Johnson,  pastor. 


,iof,  Women  on  Mission  of  Como  Church,  Como 

ve  a  The  Women  on  Mission  Mississippi  Mission  St 
;  at  (WOM)  of  Como  Church,  Como,  evening  service  ki< 
aith  sprmsored  a  Tea  honoring  all  the  Como's  Week  of  Prayc 
ladies  of  the  church  vv'hile  cele-  Missions.  Pictured  ai 
brating  past  memories,  present  Powell,  Jerlean  Math 
opportunities,  and  future  possi-  Betty  Presley, 
bilities.  There  were  exhibit  tables 

for  each  of  the  emphasis.  Kathy  Wesson  Church, 
Bums,  state  WOM  consultant,  will  sponsor  a  fish  fry 
delivered  a  challenge  for  the  at  5:30  p.m.  For  more 
future  after  w  hich  Doris  Knight,  tion,  call  the  church 
Como's  WOM  crxordinator,  pre-  643-5722. 
sented  avognition  certificate's  for 
of  sendee  to  the  member- 

ship.  Special  recognition  and  J^B 
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•  CARPORT  DI^OUNT 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


Education 

Retreat 


'^^000008^  November  12-13 

Comp  Saraywa,  Clinton 

The  retreat  is  for  people  1 2  years  of  age,  their  parents, 
teachers,  friends,  and  pastors/ministers. 
Registration  begins  3  p.m.  Fri.  and  concludes  1p.m.  Sat 
Cost:  $25  per  person 

Pre-registration  fc'e  of  $5  is  due  Novemljer  10  at  the 
Baptist  Builtling  along  with  a  list  ot  (x?ople  attenriing. 
Th(*  balance  of  S20  is  flue  on  Fri.,  Nfjvember  12. 

One  :idu\X  coun^t'elr--  f ..  every  fiv'-  campert’ 
tile  ->ame  oc--  is  required. 
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•  highest  quality  '  W  I  , 

•  great  pnees  I  MAAAA 

■  100%  fmancir.g  available  :  iC  lll|||ll 

THEATER  SEATS  jU  lU|ll\ 

•  highest  Duality  hb  Ullllil 

•  most  quiet  chan  available  i 

•  lob’'  'maoc'i'g  available  INC. 

REFINISHINGiRE-UPHOLSTERY 

•  America  s  most  ovperienced  pew  fini.sher 

•  r"  fabrics  are  teflon  treated 
CARPET 

•  our  sorvif  e  includer.  removing  sforih'. 
<ind  reinstaliiftg  the  wisting  pews 

RENOVATION 

•  ■  "  n  ■  ;  r.  iSBCrhurc'  p  .  ■ 

•  rirr.p :  I.  .gn.  .  ;tit  ct'  vici  ■ 


Beulah  Church,  Lexington, 

had  a  rihlxin  c  utting  for  its  new 
Fellowship  HallTdiicalion 
Building  during  Homi'toming 
servii  es  on  Sept.  2().  Pictured 
(Irom  Ii'lf)  ar<'  Doug  Lawson, 
pastor;  .ind  .K'acons  Busier 
Me  Neer,  Billy  |oe  (.almrirt 
Mill'  He.ird.  t  leorge  Marlin, 
and  Hill  V\  hit>  . 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
staineci  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theatei  seats 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501  Fulton,  MS  38843 
li  Ml-  -'ii  F'oe  1-800-624  9627 
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Staff  Changes 


Revival  Dates 


Some  members  worked  three  Gathering  Nov.  5-7. 

days  at  another  church  Services  will  be  7  p.m.  on 
installing  lights  and  doing  Friday  and  Saturday  and 
electrical  work.  Others  mem-  10:30  a. m.  and  6:30  p.m.  on 
bers  worked  at  a  third  church,  Sunday.  Special  guests 
completing  and  painting  a  include  Vicki  Yoh'e,  Clint 
wheelchair  ramp,  and  working  Brown,  Alvin  Slaughter,  Paul 

on  their  central  heat  and  air  r— - - - 

unit.  Those  who  did  m)t  work  ^ 

on  the  building  prepared  and  ,  -vJB^ 

delivered  meals  each  day  tor  ^  - •*-2 

the  others.  Three  thousand  ■  T" 

dollars  was  also  given  for  the 

completion  of  the  church  J. 

builoin|;  in^  Frazer  ^Th^^^  Tr^  ^ 

Ass(>ciation  jre  hel^in^  lo^sup^ 

Linda,  Alex,  and  Brett  Hobson; 

Knight;  Jim  Tomlinson;  and 
Shane 


and  Billie  Kay  Tsika,  Pass 
Road  Praise  Team,  and  Gerald 
and  Cindy  Simmons.  Edgar 
Jackson  is  senior  pastor  and 
Keith  Thrash  is  pastor.  For 
more  information,  call  (228) 
863-1697. 


Members  of  Providence  Church,  Tiplersville 


Piland 
undergoes 
in  surgery 


Wanda  Lee  (foreground),  National  President  of  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  SBC,  was  recently  in  North  Delta  Association 
with  four  of  her  Acteen  Activators  and  two  other  leaders  to  do  man¬ 
ual  labor  which  was  a  part  of  their  Acteen  program.  They  were 
assigned  to  a  construction  project  at  Strangers  Rest  Church.  Lee  and 
her  group  were  joined  by  Cindy  Walker  of  Friendship  Church, 
Brookhaven,  (far  right)  and  a  construction  team  from  Calvary 
Church,  Dothan,  Ala.  "The  roof  of  the  church  was  torn  off,  new 
trusses  and  roof  put  on,  and  the  church  is  practically  new,"  said  M. 
C.  Johnson,  Executive  Director,  North  Delta  Association. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
After  undergoing  surgery  Oc  t. 
20  for  a  massive  brain  tumor, 
Harry  Piland  is  recovering  at 
Vanderbilt  University  Medical 
Center  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
with  a  |)ositive  prognosis  for 
tfie  future. 

Piland,  dirc'ctor  of  the 
Sunday  School  division  of 
Lifc'Way  Christian  Rc'sources 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  for  16  years  until 
his  retirement  in  1994,  was 
diagnosc'd  with  a  fast-growing 
brain  tumor  after  being 
invoivc'd  in  a  car  accident 
Oct.  15  n(*ar  Forrc'st  City,  Ark. 

Bill  Taylor,  director  of 
I  ifeWay's  Sunday  School 
group,  said  doc  tors  were  opti¬ 
mistic  aftc'r  the  surgery  that 
thc'y  had  removed  all  of  the 
tumor.  Piland  will  undergo 
radiation  and  chemotherapy 
which  doctors  belic’ve  will 
eradicate  any  remaining  can¬ 
cer.  Bc'cause  such  a  tumor  is 
subject  to  return,  he  will  Ix' 
monitored  c  losely. 

Aftc'r  his  retirement,  Piland 
servc'd  as  associate 
pastor/ministex  of  educ  ation  at 
First  Church,  Dallas,  for  two 
years.  He  and  his  wife,  Pat, 
then  rc'tunx'd  to  the  Nashville 
area.  He  has  served  as  an 
adjunc  t  profc'ssor  of  Christian 
c'clucation  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
and  has  continuc'd  leading 
Sunday  School  conferences 
throughout  the*  nation. 


Kendrick  Church,  Corinth, 


to  youth  and  children  at 
Bogue  Chitto  Church, 
Pricedale. 


Morgantown,  Natchez:  Nov. 
7-11;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  11:45  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  John  Hilbum,  guest 

-  ■  -  -  n  .  speaker;  Tony  Hinton,  music. 

Mountain  V^oalen 

College.  His  Griffith  Memorial,  Jackson: 

previous  place  of  service  was  Nov.  7-10;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m. 
l:bene/er  Church,  Bassfield.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

John  McCall,  eyan^dist; 
Salem  Church,  Walthall  Stephen  Bufkin,  music;  Bruce 
County,  has  called  Bradley  Cappleman,  pastor. 

Rushing  as  pastor.  He  is  a 

graduate  of  Southwest  Calvary,  Yazoo  City:  New.  14- 
Mississippi  Community  17;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
College,  \lississippi  College,  Mon.-V\Y'd.,  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
and  will  graduate  in  May  Eugene  Norris,  Southaven, 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary  evangelist;  Cindi  Grace, 
with  a  master  of  divinity.  He  Satartia,  music;  Richard 
previously  served  as  minister  Colwell,  pastor. 


Belle  Fountain,  Ocean  No\'.  8-14;  Mon.-Sat.,  7  n.m.; 
Springs:  New.  7-10;  Sunday,  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.;  Mike 
10:45  a.m.,  Ernest  Sadler,  direc-  Bernard,  Athens,  Tenn.,  evan- 
tor  of  missions,  Jackson  County  gelist;  Buddy  Keyes,  pastor. 
Association;  7  p.m.  nightly; 

Others  speakers  are  Wayne  Wesson,  Wesson:  New.  14-18; 
Meyers,  Tommy  Brill,  and  F^red  7  p.m.  nij^tly;  Sun.,  Talmadge 
W'olfe;  Jcx*  Howard,  music.  Smith;  Mon.,  fiendon  Ginn;  Tuc?s.; 

Kermit  McGregor;  Wed.,  Bill 
Indian  Springs,  Laurel:  Causey;  and  Thurs.,  Jim  Futral. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE;  60  cents  per  word.  $6  minimum.  Casli  with  order  excefrt  on  confrad  ndvertis 
ins.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEI»TED. 


ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to  work  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Minister  tr> 
tull-time  with  "at-risk"  ihildren  in  residen-  Students  (youth  and  college)  lull-time, 
tial  sc'tting.  ()p|X)rtunities  throughout  Send  rc'sume  to:  Rirlgecrr'st  Baptist 
Alabama.  Minimum  HS  diploma.  (  hurch, ‘t12  Jlst  St.  East,  Tuscalrnrs.i, 
Benefits  include  BCHS  PMD,  TDA,  life  At  T.S40S. 

insurance,  sick  leave,  vacation,  living  GROUPS  -  CALL  KELLER'S  COUN- 
e\|K>nseV.  Call  l-800-i48-425fi  or  write  to  TRY  DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs, 
Box  24(XX)<)  Montgomerv,  At  I8I244X)0.  Ark,  for  front  scMts  at  The  Great 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Passion  Play,  plus  IcKiging,  rc'c  reaficiti. 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  and  meals,  all  for  just  SfS.OO  each! 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (bOl)  Free  information  -  SOI -2SI-H41 8. 

48  $-79  jB  or  call  1 -800- $(>8-270.S.  FOR  SALE:  199$  Mc'trotrams  Mini- 
PEWS,  NEW  A  usc'd.  Bus,  2S  passenger  -  Rear  and  front 
Baptistries,  stcH'pIc's,  A  stained  glass.  A/(  Ford  4(.0  EFT  Engine,  $2.S,0I)0 
MS  A  A1  A.  1-800-8$0-0S8$.  _  Mileage  90,000.  Phone  (lOI- 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  7(,$.7S71 

Featuring  O  to  IS  passcTiger  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  CHIL- 
vans,  custoniixc-d  and  panel  DREN/YOUTH  opportunity  with 
v.ins.  Daily  and  vvc’c-kly  r<it»‘s.  Poplar  Corner  Baptist  (hurch  in 
Auto  A  Fruc  k  Kr’nt.il,  )tic  kson  Brownsvillr*,  IN.  If  int<*rest**d,  ple.ist* 
(M)l )  94H- $  $91  .  Sinc  e'  19(.S.  fax  inctuiries  to  901 -771 -70SS  or  P.( ). 


600  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong 


More  than  600  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
sers'ices  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Rnmks  at 
601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290. 


Wellington 

Associates, 


Tin  Bapiisi  Rfcoku 
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Names  in  the  News 


Baptist  College  News 


STUDY  EVOLUTION  CLAIMS 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


THANK  YOU,  LORD 


Editor: 

Crossgates  Church  in 
Brandon  hosted  a  Global 


Unsif’nt'cl  lctt(‘rs  will  not  he  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters, 
will  Ih‘  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
.m  uddress  and  telephone  numtxr 
tor  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  niciy  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


September  North  Ripley  Church,  Ripley, 
26,  1999  are  honored  G.  W.  Lindsey  (right), 
(front  row  with  a  recognition  serx  ice  com- 
from  left)  memorating  his  40  years  of  ser- 
Larry  Ford,  vice  as  deacon.  Lamar  Grisham, 
Jeff  Lewis,  pastor,  pmsented  Lindsey  with  a 
Floyd  plaque.  Michael  Turner,  music 
Lowery,  Jay  director,  mad  a  pcxw  written  by 
Bourne,  (sec-  Lindsey's  daughter,  Beverly 
ond  row)  Brown. 

T  e  r  r  V  r -  l 

Dahlem,  Bill  i  J 

Colson,  ;i  fj^ 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop- 
eratinfi  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem- 
ix'r.  (Mississippi  Baptists  '  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.)  ■ 


Letters  must  he  limited  to  2.50 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Danny  Lynn 


Woodward, 
(third  row) 
A  r  t 
M  o  r  d  e  c  a  i , 
Lee  Temple, 
Mike  Hartley,  David  Varner, 
and  Robert  Montgomer\. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  iM>rsonal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  ncK  t^sarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


Deacons  of  First  Church,  Madison 

Deacons  ordained  by  First 
Church,  Madison,  on 


Lindsey  and  Grisham 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  an 
individual  will  lx.'  printed  during 
a  three-month  perirxi. 


Mountain"  in  .A\en  Little  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Theater  on  Nov.  11,  12,  13,  16,  Church  Music  Department 
18,  l‘L  and  20  at  7  p.m.  and  Nov.  Contribution  to  the  fund  can  be 
14  at  2  p.m.  matinee.  For  infor-  made  through  the  Mississippi 
mation  on  tickets  and  reser\a-  Baptist  Foundation,  P.  O.  Box 
tions,  call  (601 )  923-.343.3.  330,  Jackson,  MS  39203.  Pictured 

(from  left)  are  P.  Charles  Mever, 
The  Mississippi  Baptist  chair  Music  Department,  BMC, 
Convention  Church  Music  and  Hardv. 

Conference  has  selected  Blue  r  -  -  —  —  - 

Mountain  College  (BMC)  stu-  M 

dent  Scott  Hardy  as  the  U)99-  i  W 

20(X1  W.C.  Morgan  Scholarship  I 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  w  ill  no 
longer  Ix'  published  and  a  notice 
will  Ix'  prinU'd  to  that  efUxt. 


MS  Positions  Available 


FULL-TIME  MUSIC/YOUTH  MIN¬ 
STER  with  iHTictils.  <in(l  housing.  Solid 
ri’Miino  to:  Pcrsoniiol  Dept.  West  End 
B.i|>tisl  Chun  h,  P.O.  Box  IBB.  W«-<i| 
Point,  MS  $‘»77.l. 

HILLCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
|.K  kM>n  is  six'kinn  nursiTv  workers  tor 
Sunday  and  Wixincsriay  niKht  sorvui-s. 
Pay  is  ni'notiahlo.  For  more  intorni.i- 
tion  call  the  i  hurc  h  at  hOl  -  57 J-OI  IJ. 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  FLORA  is 
currently  seekiiiR  a  minister  ot 
niusic/education.  Seminary  d<*nree  is 
lireferrc-d.  Send  rc'sume  along  with 
(ihoto  to:  FB(  Flora,  P.O.  Box  l(>l, 
Floia,  MS  P»()7I.  Call  B01-B7<)-B()2J 
for  more  information. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
Rohinwoofl  Baptist  Church,  Harrison 
County,  Sauc  ier,  MS.  Send  resumes 
to:  Kohinwood  Ba|)list  tihurch,  P.O. 
Box  5B0,  Saucier,  MS  i<»S~4. 
BI-VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Kilmichael  Baptist 
Chun  h,  P.O.  Box  142,  Kilmichael, 
MS  1<)74’  or  call  (.t>2-2(>2-5S(17. 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court.  Brentwcxxl.  TN  37027 

Call  Today  /Qnn\ 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


LifeWay  Discount 
15  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


*  Cii.\hiiin.\  *  Biiciisiries 

*  ,S'/c<7»/<M  *  Hcnovalioii 

*  Prws  ami  Pulpit 
Ftiniiiwv 
(New  amt  Liscit) 


Since  1953 


Mailable  in  20'  to  }T  nuulels 
1 12  la  47  passengers.  Sew  &  Used) 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Coping  with  transition 

Deuteronomy  31:1-8;  34:5-8 


By  Jerry  L.  Smith 


Transitions  can  be  burdens 
or  blessing.  The  loss  of  a  job, 
the  departure  of  a  loved  one,  or 
a  cross-country  move  can  build 
you  up,  or  do  you  in. 

The  Israelites  experienced  a 
transition  in  leadership.  Moses' 
assistant,  Joshua,  took  over  the 
reigns  of  leadership  from  the 
Egyptian  deliverer  and  pur- 

gosed  to  move  the  people  of 
iod  into  the  promised  land. 
Your  transition  may  not 
involve  moving  to  a  new  land, 
but  it  may  involve  moving  into  a 
"new"  house.  This  house  may  be 
absent  a  daughter  that's  gone  to 
college  or  a  wife  that's  gone  to 
heaven.  This  house  maybe  a  lot 
smaller  now'  that  you've  retired 


Smith 


and  got  your  wife 
"under  your  feet"  (or 
vice-versa).  The  house 
may  be  missing  a  hus¬ 
band  due  to  divorce  or 
a  paycheck  due  to  layoffs. 

Our  lesson  this  week  will  help 
you  discover  ways  God  assists  his 
people  during  times  of  transition. 

Momentous  transition  (31:1- 
6).  Times  of  transition  can  be 
filled  with  anxiety.  When  the 
children  of  Israel  discovered  that 
Joshua  was  taking  Moses'  place. 
I'm  sure  they  wondered:  Is  be  an 
effective  leader?  Has  God 
anointed  him? 

Moses  assured  them  that 
God  was  with  Joshua.  When 
they  were  tempted  to  be  afraid, 
Moses  encouraged  them  to  fol¬ 
low  Joshua  ana  submit  to  his 


leadership. 

To  me,  transitions 
ha\'e  been  some  of  the 
most  fearful  times  in  my 
life.  For  example,  when  1 
left  a  comfortable,  subur¬ 
ban  church  to  assume  the 
pastorate  of  a  struggling 
mission  in  South  Florida, 
I  was  afraid.  I  realized 
how  unfounded  my  fears 
were  when  God  reas¬ 
sured  me  of  his  protection  and 
made  provision  for  my  family. 

If  you're  going  through  a 
time  of  transition,  be  strong 
and  courageous.  Don't  allow 
fear  to  weaken  your  faith. 

Marvelous  promise  (31:7-8). 
One  pastor  was  preaching  how 
Jesus  was  the  only  perfect  per¬ 
son  to  ever  live,  when  a  man  in 
his  cor^regation  stood  up  and 
said,  "Preacher,  don't  forget  to 
mention  my  wife's  first  hus¬ 
band!"  This  apocryphal  story 
illustrates  how  the  Israelites 
may  have  compared  Joshua  to 
Moses.  Moses  assured  the 


Israelites  that  God's  anointing 
was  upon  Joshua's  leadership. 

If  vou  think  the  presence  of 
God  has  left  you  in  tne  midst  of 
your  time  of  transition,  think 
again.  Your  circumstances  may 
have  changed,  but  your  God 
hasn't.  He  is  the  same  yester¬ 
day,  today,  and  tomorrow. 
Whenever  you  feel  alienated 
from  God,  remember  that  he  is 
not  the  one  who  has  moved. 

Mournful  loss  (34:5-8). 
How  would  you  feel  if  the  man 
that  you'd  been  following  for 
40  years  suddenly  died?  You'd 
probably  feel  the  same  wav 
that  much  of  America  felt 
when  JFK  was  assassinated. 
Stunned.  Shocked.  Saddened. 

When  thrust  into  a  time  of 
transition  at  the  sudden  loss  of  a 
loved  one,  our  lives  go  into  a 
tailspin.  You  ask,  "What  do  1  do 
now?  How  am  I  going  to  go  on? 
What  does  my  future  bold?" 

The  nation  of  Israel 
mourned  the  death  of  Moses 
for  30  days.  This  was  a  healthy 


w’ay  to  reflect  upon  his  life, 
remember  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  his  sacrifices. 

Have  you  adequately 
mourned  tHe  loss  of  a  close 
friend  or  loved  one?  Mourning 
is  psychologically  necessary  if 
you  expect  to  recover  from  your 
loss.  Grief  is  required  before 
healing  can  be  experienced. 

Magnificent  leader  (34:9). 
Joshua  proved  that  Moses  was 
correct  in  the  assessment  of  his 
leadership.  He  was  an  able 
leader  and  a  mighty  warrior  for 
God.  He  led  the  people  with  a 
heart  of  compassion  and  a  spir¬ 
it  of  courage. 

Your  time  of  transition  can  be 
a  burden  or  a  blessing.  You've  got 
to  decide  which  it  will  be.  Under 
Joshua's  leadership,  Israel  experi¬ 
enced  even  greater  blessings.  Will 
you  experience  greater  blessings 
from  6od  as  a  result  of  the 
chanjge  that's  taken  place  in  your 
life?  The  decision  is  im  to  you. 

Smith  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Summit. 


Life  and  Work 

Running  from  God 

Jonah  1:1-16 

By  Tom  Atwood _ 


All  Christians  should  be 
"great  commission"  Christians 
and  all  churches  are  to  be  "great 
commission"  churches.  Both 
individually  and  corporately, 
God  has  given  us  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  taking  the  gtxid  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  world.  Tliis 
year's  Lottie  Mixin  Offering  has 
as  its  theme:  "Loving  the  Lost." 
Skimetimes  this  is  no  easy  task! 

Call  to  go  (w.  1-2).  Abraham 
heard  God's  call  in  Haran. 
Moses  heard  GtxTs  call  on  Sinai. 
Isaiah  heard  Gixl's  call  in  the 
temple.  For  Peter  it  came  in 
Cialiiee  and  for  Paul  it  was  on  the 
Damascus  road.  Ibe  call  of  God 
came  to  Jonah  to  go  to  "the  great 
city  of  Nineveh  and  preach 
against  it"  (v.  la).  Gtxl  said  that 


"its  wickedness  has 
come  up  before  me" 

(v.  lb).  God  issues  a 
specific  call  to  a  spe-  Atwood 
cific  place,  etc. 

However,  in  a  far  more  general 
sense,  God  has  issued  a  call  to  all 
believers  to  share  the  gospel 
with  a  needy  world. 

Some  information  is  so 
important  that  it  demands 
sharing.  Surely  the  compelling 
call  to  go  and  give  God  s  mes¬ 
sage  has  such  importance.  If 
we,  like  Jonah,  have  been 
entrusted  with  God's  message, 
it  is  imperative  that  God's  call 
be  heard  and  heeded. 

Attempt  to  run  (v.  3).  Like 
others,  Jonah  "ran  away  from 
the  Lord."  Those  who  know 
God,  know  that  one  can  never 
escape  his  presence.  That  is 


both  a  comforting  and  a 
convicting  thought.  God 
has  promised  that  he  will 
never  leave  us  or  forsake 
us.  His  promise  engen¬ 
ders  a  confident  faith  but 
it  can  be  a  troublesome 
reality.  Especially,  when 
one  is  running  from  the 
call  of  God. 

Jonah  went  in  the 
opposite  direction.  He 
would  have  gone  overland  to 
Nineveh  instead  he  went  to 
Joppa  to  set  sail  for  Tarshish. 
Why  did  he  tr\'  to  "flee  from 
the  Lord?"  Some  suggest  that 
Jonah  was  self-righteous  and 
wanted  Gt>d's  wrath  to  fall  on 
the  wicked  Ninevites.  Others 
point  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
racially  and  culturally  obnox¬ 
ious  to  Jonah  and  thus  he  resist¬ 
ed  God's  errand  of  mercy. 
Whatever  the  motive,  evading 
G(xl's  call  to  carry  out  his  mes¬ 
sage  and  mission  is  an  act  of 
sinful  rebellion. 

God's  persistence  (vv.  4-10). 
God  responded  to  Jonah's 


rebellion  bv  sending  a  violent 
storm  on  the  sea.  The  sailors 
prayed  and  lightened  the  sh^ 
as  Jonah  slept  below  deck.  To 
determine  wno  was  responsible 
for  this  storm  the  sailors  cast 
lots  and  the  lot  fell  on  Jonah.  In 
response  to  their  questions, 
Jonah  told  them  everything 
that  had  happened  between 
him  and  the  Lord. 

One  can  never  successfully 
run  from  the  Lord  and  his  call 
to  be  involved  in  his  mission.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  Jonah's 
attempt  to  escape  God's  pres¬ 
ence  and  evade  God's  call 
brought  unnecessary  problems 
and  difficulties  to  botn  himself 
and  others.  It  is  tragic  and  fixil- 
ish  to  refuse  to  do  the  bidding 
of  our  God  and  Savior. 

Jonah  was  found  out.  The 
God  who  rules  heaven  and 
earth  shook  both  heaven  and 
earth  to  bring  Jonah  and  his  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  light.  Believers 
are  not  their  own.  They  have 
been  bought  with  a  precious 
price  of  shed  bkxid.  They  are  to 


do  God's  will,  not  their  own. 
Running  from  God's  call  is 
futile  and  belie\’ers  hurt  them¬ 
selves  and  others  when  they  do. 

Personal  responsibility  (vv. 
1-16).  As  the  storm  grew  ever 
more  intense,  the  sailors  asked 
Jonah  what  could  be  done  to 
calm  the  sea  and  allow  them  to 
return  safely.  His  reply  was  to 
throw  him  overboard  into  the 
sea  since  he  was  the  problem. 
Though  reticent  to  do  so,  they 
threw  him  overboard  and  the 
storm  calmed. 

God's  people  must  bear 
responsibility  for  their  failure 
to  respond  in  obedience  to 
God's  missionary  call.  It  is  his 
message  of  good  news  by 
w'hich  Christ  has  saved  us  and 
for  which  he  has  called  us.  God 
"has  committed  to  us  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  reconciliation.  We  are 
therefore  Christ's  ambassadors, 
as  though  God  were  making  his 
appeal  through  us"  (2 
Corinthians  5:19-20). 

Atwood  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Oxford. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Triumphing  over  obstacles 

Numbers  19:1-21:35 


By  Sylvia  Fleming 


After  years  of  wandering, 
the  Israelites  were  back  at 
Kadesh,  once  again  find  in; 
themselves  without  water,  an 
attacking  Moses.  These  com¬ 
plaining  people  were  even  say¬ 
ing  they  envied  those  who  had 
died  in  the  plague. 

As  Moses  and  Aaron  fell  on 
their  faces  before  the  Lord  inter¬ 
ceding  for  their  pwple,  they 
demonstrated  the  faith  they  had 
in  Jehovah  God,  recognizing  the 
Lord  as  their  El  Shaddai  who 
never  failed  to  supply  their 
need.  In  answer  to  their  prayer, 
the  Shekinah  Glory  appeared  to 
these  men,  speaking  to  Moses 
giving  him  specific  instructions 


praver, 
istecl  his 


Fleming 


for  their  dilemma. 

Following 
answer  to 
Moses  manifest 
humanity  by  ignoring 
God's  instructions,  giving  way 
to  anger  and  disgust  wim  the 
whining  Israelites,  allowing 
them  to  rule  his  actions.  Gods 
answer  for  one  circumstance 
does  ‘not  mean  it  will  be  his 
answer  for  a  subsequent  prob¬ 
lem.  Years  before,  God  had 
instructed  Moses  to  smite  the 
rock  and  bring  forth  water 
(Exodus  17:6);  nowever,  this 
time,  God  told  him  to  simply 
speak  (Numbers  20:18). 

Moses  said,  "Hear  now  ye 
rebels;  must  we  fetch  you  water 
out  of  this  rock?  And  Moses 


lifted  up  his  hand  and 
with  his  rod  he  smote 
the  rock  twice;  and  the 
water  came  out  abun¬ 
dantly..."  (20:10b-lla). 

The  Lord  responded  to 
Moses'  disobedience 
immediately  saying, 
"Because  ye  believed  me 
not,  to  sanctify  me  in  the 
eyes  of  the  children,  there¬ 
fore,  ye  shall  not  bring  this 
congregation  into  the  land 
which  I  have  given  them"  (20:12). 

At  the  beginning  of  this 
episode,  Miriam,  Moses'  sister, 
died.  Soon  after  this  episode  God 
instructed  Moses  to  take  Aaron 
and  his  son  to  Mount  Hor  and 
strip  Aaron  "of  his  garments, 
ana  put  them  on  Eleazar,  his  son: 
and  Aaron  shall  be  gathered 
unto  his  people,  and  shall  die 
there"  (20:2^.  Why?  Because 
God  said,  Aaron  "shall  not  enter 
into  the  land  which  I  have  given 
unto  the  children  of  Israel, 
because  [he)  rebelled  against  my 
word  at  the  water  of  Meribah" 


(20:24).  With  that  pronounce¬ 
ment,  God  wiped  out  the  initial 
family  who  had  been  leading  the 
Israelites.  Their  wandering 
ended,  but  their  trek  continued. 

As  always  God's  pwple  con¬ 
tinue  to  take  his  word  lightly.  Oh, 
but  what  serious  consMuences 
disobedience  brings.  God  leads, 
guides,  and  hovers  as  a  mother 
hen  nurturing  her  chicks,  but 
when  repeated  rebellion  follows, 
"there  is  sin  unto  death"  (1  John 
5:16).  We  are  told  by  Paul  that 
God  will  "deliver  such  a  one 
unto  Satan  for  the  destruction  of 
the  flesh,  that  the  spirit  mav  be 
saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord 
Jesus"  (1  Corinthians  5:5). 

After  having  observed  such 
dire  consequences,  the  people 
still  grumbled,  speaking  "against 
God  and  against  Moses..." 
(Numbers  21:5).  God  in  his  anger 
sent  fiery  serpents  to  crawl 
among  their  midst  biting  them, 
killing  them.  Probably  tne  fieri¬ 
ness  was  the  burning  precipitat¬ 
ed  by  the  snakebite;  however, 


having  come  from  God  it  would 
be  greater  than  man  could 
endure.  God  can  get  man's  atten¬ 
tion,  and  one  day  will  have  the 
attention  of  all;  how'ever,  on  this 
earth  God  in  his  merciful  grace 
never  robs  man  of  his  free  will. 

The  Israelites  once  again 
came,  confessed,  and  requested 
that  Moses  intercede  for  them. 
As  always,  God  in  his  faithful¬ 
ness  made  a  way  of  escape.  "Set 
[a  fiery  serpent]  upon  a  pole; 
and... every  one  that  is  bitten... 
[when  he  looks]  upon  it,  shall 
live"  (21:8). 

There  again  God  the  Father 
in  his  instructions  painted  a 
picture  of  the  redemptive  work 
Kis  Son  would  later  do  upon 
the  cross.  "And  as  Moses  lifted 
up  the  serpent  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of 
man  be  lifted  up,  that  whosoev¬ 
er  believeth  in  him  should  not 
?rish,  but  have  eternal  life" 
John  3:  14-15). 

Fleming  is  a  member  of  Bond 
Church,  Neshoba  Association. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allcKated  each 
month  to  a  list  ot  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningfuf,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
turther  honor,  with  taste  and  resptcct,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Mrs.  Della  R.  Thompson 
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Mr.  Andrew  L.  Truehive 
Mr.  Mike  Datighdnll 
I>r.  and  Mrs  Jack  Causey 
Mr  A  Mrs,  Iverson  McKey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  OanK'l  B.  Tadlock 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  1‘hilip  H,  West 
Mrs.  Margie  Smith 
Edwards  Baptist  (’hiirch 
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Volunteers  from  First  Church,  McComb,  recently  spent  their 
Saturday  helping  with  maintenance  and  grounds  work  at  the  India 
Nunnery  campus  of  The  BaptisLChildren's  Village. 
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Mr  Barry  Dillard 
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Confederacy 
Patncia  Henning 
Mrs.  F^irl  Smith 
Sylvis  Phillips 


UNDERSTANDING  CHIL¬ 
DREN  —  Preschool  directors 
from  all  over  the  country  gath¬ 
ered  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
October  18-21,  to  be  a  part  of 
the  National  Preschool- 
Children's  Convention  at 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 
(BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  If  a  child  is 
to  develop  integrity,  he  must  be  allowed  to 
feel  the  pain  or  his  own  wrongdoing,  an 
educator  and  author  said. 

"VVe  want  our  children  to  be  responsi¬ 
ble,  but  we  don't  hold  them  accountable 
for  anything  that  would  upset  them.,  make 
them  reel  bad,  or  lower  their  self-esteem," 
Madelyn  Swift  told  children's  leaders 
attending  a  national  conference  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


Swift,  president  of  Childright,  an  educa¬ 
tional  consulting  and  training  firm,  spoke  on 
character  development  during  the  Oct.  18-21 
National  Preschool-Children  s  Convention 
sponsored  by  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
of  the  Southern  BapHst  Convention.  More 
than  700  leaders  attended  the  convention. 

Swift  said  she  believ  es  that  if  children  are 
never  held  accountable  for  a  wrongful 
action  —  "if  they  never  hurt  enough  o\’er  it" 
—  thev  won't  learn  to  change  their  behav  ior. 

"We  need  our  children  to  feel  pain,  but 
we  don't  want  to  cause  it.  We  want  to  allow 
them  the  pain  they  earn  for  themselves." 

Swift  gav'e  the  example  of  a  young  man 
who  was  expected  to  water  the  family's 
elderly  dog  while  his  parents  were  away. 
The  boy  failed  to  provTae  water  for  the  dog 
during  a  hot,  dry'  summer,  and  the  dog  died. 

The  mother  attempted  to  comfort  her 
son  by  telling  him  the  dog  was  old  anyway 
and  would  have  died  soon,  said  Swift,  who 
considered  this  the  wrong  method  of  par¬ 
enting.  The  mother  should  have  been  there 
for  her  son  and  hugged  him,  but  she 
should  not  have  tried  to  make  him  feel  bet¬ 
ter  for  his  wrong  actions,  she  said. 

"Our  job  is  to  help  a  kid  live  through  it, 
but  let  him  learn  his  lessons.  To  deny  a 
child  his  pain  denies  him  the  opportimity 
to  dev  elop  character  and  conscience." 

Teaching  children  integri^-  and  helping 
them  build  character  requires  rethinking 


some  trusted  educational  paradigms,  she 
said.  For  example,  proximitv  praise,  or  pub¬ 
licly  praising  one  child  displaying  good 
behavior  when  the  intent  is  to  discipline 
another  child  with  bad  behavior,  sends  chil¬ 
dren  the  wrong  message,  she  said. 

Swift  suggested  teachers  simply  ask  a 
child  who  is  not  paying  attention  in  class  to 
do  so  rather  than  praising  another  child  for 
exhibiting  correct  behav'ior. 

"Being  direct  does  not  mean  you  have  to 
be  ugl)'.  n'hat  you  are  doing  is  sending  the 
message  to  the  child  it  was  intended  for 
rather  than  creating  ill  will  by  being  indirect." 

Another  misdirected  teaching  tool.  Swift 
believes,  is  exuberant  praise  for  successes 
while  making  no  comments  about  failures. 

"One  of  the  bill  of  goods  we  sell  our  chil¬ 
dren  is  that  success  is  very  important.  What 
we  are  doing  here  is  hooking  self-esteem  on 
success  ancT  accomplishments.  What  hap¬ 
pens  to  self-esteem  when  our  children  fail 
or  when  they  make  a  mistake?"  she  asked. 

She  said  she  believes  parents  and  teach¬ 
ers  who  treat  successes  and  failures  with 
equal  importance  are  ultimately  allowing 
children  to  risk  failures  safely. 

Swift  is  author  of  "Discipline  for  Life: 
Getting  it  Right  with  Chiluren,"  a  study 
program  on  discipline  for  leaders  and 
teachers  of  children.  More  information  may 
be  found  on  her  Internet  site  at 
http://www.childright.com. 
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Educator:  let  children  learn  from  mistakes 


Clue:  H  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Obadiah  One:  Fifteen. 


t 


God  has  plans  for  ADD  children,  doctor  believes 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
God  has  something  special 
planned  for  children  who  have 
Attention  Deficit  Disorder 
(ADD),  a  pediatrician  and 
author  told  participants  in  the 
National  Preschool-Children's 
Convention,  Oct.  18-21,  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

LifeWay  Church  Resources, 
a  division  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  sponsored 
the  event  attended  oy  more 
than  700  church  leaders. 

William  Sears,  a  pediatrician 
from  Capistrano  Beach,  Calif., 
said  teachers  and  leaders  at 
church  can  help  determine  and 
encourage  the  gifts  and  skills 
God  has  given  children  diag¬ 
nosed  with  ADD  or  ADHD 
(Attention  Deficit  Hyperactivity 
Disorder). 

"If  they  are  good  at  art,"  he 
illustrated,  "give  them  a  lot  of 
art  activity." 

Sears,  who  is  the  author  of  a 
Broadman  &  Holman  book, 
"The  Complete  Book  of 
Christian  Parenting  and -Child 
Care,"  among  numerous  other 
volumes,  said  children  who  are 
accurately  diagnosed  with 
ADD  "are  often  very  bright  and 
creative  children." 

For  example,  he  said, 
Thomas  Edison,  Wolfgang 
Amadeus  Mozart,  and  Winston 
Churchill  were  "promoted"  in 
school  from  one  teacher  to 
another  because  they  were  dif¬ 
ficult  children. 

"The  key  to  working  with  an 
ADHD  child  is  not  to  fix  them 
and  make  them  like  everyone 
else,"  he  said,  "but  to  take  their 
quirk  and  nourish  it  until  it 
works  to  tfte  child's  advantage." 

Sears  said  more  than  2  mil¬ 
lion  children  in  the  United 


States  are  "drugged  each  day- 
before  they  go  to  school.  There 
is  something  not  quite  right 
here.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  many  ADD  children  who 
can  go  through  life  successfully 
because  of  medication." 

Three  groups  of  children,  he 
said,  are  misdiagnosed  as  ADD 
children:  those  with  quirks, 
those  with  situational  ADD, 
and  those  who  are  simply 
active  and  energetic. 

"Neuro-biological  quirks,  or 
differences,  cause  some  chil¬ 
dren  to  think,  act,  and  learn  dif¬ 
ferently  —  not  less  —  but  dif¬ 
ferently.  Often  they  are  quite 
bright,  but  they  need  a  different 


style  of  teaching  because  they 
leam  differently." 

Situational  ADD,  he  said, 
occurs  for  some  children  fol¬ 
lowing  the  divorce  of  their  par¬ 
ents,  an  illness,  or  a  move. 

Those  children  who  are 
extremely  energetic  —  mostly 
boys  —  may  not  have  ADD  at 
all,  he  continued.  Many  healthy 
boys  cannot  sit  still  in  a  group 
activity  but  are  happy  and  have 
energy  that  can  be  channeled  in 
other  ways. 

ADD  is  misnamed,  he  told 
church  staff  and  volunteer 
workers  with  preschoolers  and 
children. 

"These  children  can  pay 


Ron  \1mAm\-r.  Ph.D. 

Counseling 
First  Cmn  h,  jackson 


The  first  time  my  husband 
committed  adultery,  f  blamed  it 
on  my  struggle  with  depression. 
When  /  asK  him  now  if  he  is 
inwlxfed  with  someone,  he  does 
not  answer.  Should  I  try  to  catch 
him  in  the  act? 

It  sounds  as  if  he  is  trying  to 
play  in  two  fields.  Let  him 
know  that  you  are  only  willing 
to  play  in  one  field.  For  insight 
on  how  to  handle  this  issue, 
read  Love  Must  Be  Tough  by 
James  Dobson.  "Catening’' 
him  will  be  difficult.  You  are 
not  an  investigator,  but  you 
can  be  sure  your  heart  is  alert¬ 
ing  you  that  something  is 


wrong.  In  time,  you  will  find 
out  all  you  need  to  know. 
Speak  the  truth  in  love  but 
don't  let  him  continue  to  jerk 
you  around.  Listen  for  signs 
that  God  is  dealing  with  him, 
watch  for  repentance,  and  seek 
to  understand  the  lessons  the 
Lord  wants  to  teach  you 
through  this  process. 

My  boyfriend  is  a  Christian  but 
doesn't  see  anything  wron^  with 
going  to  strip  clubs  with  his 
friends.  He  says  I  can  trust  him,  but 
I  feel  really  bm  when  he  goes  there. 

If  his  conduct  makes  you 
feel  bad  and  he  doesn't 


attention,"  he  said.  "The  ADD 
child  who  is  a  pitcher  or  catcher 
on  a  baseball  team  can  go  into 
hyperfocus.  They  can  pay  atten¬ 
tion,  but  only  to  those  things 
that  have  relevance  to  them.  It  is 
a  selective  attention  problem. 

Sears  said  medicahon  "should 
never  be  used  as  the  only  treat¬ 
ment  for  ADD.  It  should  to  used 
in  addition  to  a  complete  man¬ 
agement  plan  including 
improved  nutrition,  teaching 
strategies,  behavior  manage¬ 
ment  strategies  [structure],  and 
neuro-feedback,  a  relatively  new 
treatment  using  electronic  games 
which  shut  oft  if  the  child^  con¬ 
centration  wanders. 


attempt  to  remedy  that,  he 
really  doesn't  care  about  you, 
does  he?  He  is  more  into  his 
own  gratification  than  treat¬ 
ing  a  sister  in  the  Lord  with 
respiect  and  love.  There  is  no 
honor  or  self-control  in  your 
relationship.  He  may  go  with 
you  to  church,  but  does  he 
live  a  Spirit-filled  life  during 
the  wecK?  His  walk  and  his 
talk  don't  match.  Take  a  stand 
with  him  and  see  what  hap¬ 
pens.  If  he  repents  and  loves 
you,  your  heart  will  know.  If 
ne  only  goes  through  the 
motions  to  make  you  &1  bet¬ 
ter,  flee  from  this  situation  as 
fast  as  you  can! 


Semi  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs.  • 
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